
 
 

 

 Ecological Reviews – Series Editor 

 
The British Ecological Society (BES) is a thriving learned society established in 1913 whose vision is 

advancing ecology and making it count. It publishes five successful journals and the book series 

Ecological Reviews. At present, the BES is seeking an outstanding ecologist to become Series Editor for 

the Ecological Reviews book series.  

 

 

   

 

 

Ecological Reviews is a series developed jointly by the British Ecological Society and Cambridge 

University Press. The series consists of edited, multi-author volumes at the cutting edge of modern 

ecology, with each volume providing a synthesis of understanding of a topic that has achieved a critical 

mass of knowledge in recent years. These provide a forum for current topics that are likely to be of long-

term importance to the progress of the field and aim to set high international standards in ecological 

sciences. 

 

We are seeking a new Series Editor to replace the current Editor, Hefin Jones, who will be stepping 

down from this role at the end of December 2013. The current Editorial Board consists of seven 

dedicated ecologists that work hard to ensure the quality of this series, while working together to 

introduce ideas for new volumes to be commissioned. The Series Editor is responsible for leading this 

team, and helping the Society and its Publisher, Cambridge University Press (CUP), shape the strategic 

direction of the series. The role would suit an active researcher with excellent contacts within the 

international ecological community. The Series Editor will attend approximately quarterly meetings to 

report to the Society and CUP on the status of volumes and all reasonable travel expenses are 

reimbursed. 

 

This post is for three years initially and can be renewed for an additional three years. The person 

appointed will start in January 2014, but a six-month handover period with current Series Editor would 

be desirable. Key responsibilities are listed below and the post can be discussed further with the current 

Series Editor, Hefin Jones jonesth@cardiff.ac.uk 



 
 

 

 

Purpose of role: Leading the Editorial Board in shaping and driving the strategic direction of the 

Ecological Reviews Series, ensuring that it publishes top-quality, timely volumes and stays abreast of 

developments within the ecological field and academic book publishing 

 

Key responsibilities  

• In discussion with the Editorial Board, identify key subject areas for the series to cover 

• Solicit interest and commitment of internationally-recognised leaders in relevant areas 

• Analyse proposals and their reviews to decide whether a volume should be published  

• Drive the strategic direction of the series together with BES Head of Publications and CUP 

• Gather opinions from fellow ecologists on the strengths and weaknesses of the series; solicit 

areas that should be developed 

• Promote the series and the BES when attending conferences 

• Attend quarterly review meetings to discuss progress (these can be conducted via phone or 

Skype where necessary) 

 

Selection criteria 

• General broad interest in ecology 

• Good reputation among peers and high standing in the ecological community 

• Ability to discuss, interest and convince potential editors to take on the commitment 

• Excellent organisational skills – to ensure timetable is kept 

• Strong decision making ability, for example, regarding series format, content and responding to 

queries from Society or Publisher staff 

 

Applications: please send your CV, plus a short letter stating what you have to offer to the Series 

Catherine Hill, Head of Publications catherine@britishecologicalsociety.org 

 

Closing date: 20 May 2013 

 


