
  

 

Science Communication Conference 

16 & 17 May 2013 

Wednesday 15 May 

 
Pre-conference mixer: Science Showoff delivered by Steve Cross, Suze Kundu, Helen Clarkson and the rest of the Showoff team. 
Star of Kings on York Way on Wednesday May 15th at 7pm 
Science Showoff is a science cabaret/variety/open-mic/general anarchy night featuring conference attendees and some of London's best communicators.  Got 

something you'd like to show off ? Email BSASCC@scienceshowoff.org for details of how to sign up.  
 

Thursday 16 May 
 

Time Session type Session description 

8.45 – 10.00  Registration and refreshments  

 

9.00 

(45 mins) 

Invite only Introduction to science communication by Karen Bultitude, Director of Research, Department of Science and Technology Studies, 

UCL 

 

 

10.00 

(60 mins) 

Plenary 

 

Welcome: Imran Khan, CEO, British Science Association 

Keynote session: Brian Cox, Professor of Particle Physics, University of Manchester in conversation with Alok Jha, Science and 

Environment Correspondent, The Guardian 

Chair: Timandra Harkness, science writer, broadcaster and comedian 

 

11.00  

 

Structured networking 

 

12.00 

 

12.30 

 Lunch  

 

Optional drop-in Science soapbox – hear a handful of delegates talk for five minutes each about their projects 

 

13.00 

(60 mins) 

Parallel 

sessions 

(choose 

Hail to the chief: Experts, publics and 

the future of scientific advice  

 

Science on TV  

 

DISCOVER IT 

What's the true cost of free?  

 

DISCUSS IT 

mailto:BSASCC@scienceshowoff.org


one of 

three) 

DISCUSS IT 

 

In April 2013, Sir Mark Walport takes the 

reins as Government Chief Scientific 

Adviser, one of the biggest jobs in UK 

science policy. This handover comes 

during a period of transition in 

Whitehall, as government departments 

grapple with dwindling budgets and a 

new emphasis on 'open policy making', 

which seeks to draw external sources of 

insight and expertise into the policy 

process. This creates opportunities, and 

raises important questions, about the 

relationship between policy advice, 

public engagement and science 

communication. In this interactive 

session, we will debate the conclusions 

of a recent seminar series and book on 

the future of scientific advice, and 

consider how scientists and science 

communicators can most effectively 

contribute to 'open policy'.  

 

Speakers:  

Alice Bell, Head of Public Engagement, 

SPRU, University of Sussex; 

Rob Doubleday, Director, Centre for 

Science and Policy, University of 

Cambridge; James Wilsdon, Professor 

of Science and Democracy, SPRU, 

University of Sussex 

 

Chair: Jack Stilgoe, Senior Lecturer in 

Science and Technology Studies, UCL 

 

 

 

 

 

Some science engagement activities are 

charged at cost, few at a commercial rate 

but many are provided free to their 

audience. What is the relationship between 

price and impact? Are we exceeding 

audience expectations or do we 

unintentionally lose the market forces that 

help raise standards? What are the 

ramifications of a no-fee culture on 

professional development and long-term 

sustainability? This session examines the 

question of cost from a number of different 

viewpoints. With key contributions from a 

festival organiser, a university researcher and 

an informal education specialist, leading to 

a wider discussion of the financial forces 

within our sector. Is audience size directly 

proportional to price? When does it pay to 

be free? What are some of the unexpected 

downsides to charging nothing?  

This is an opportunity for delegates to 

compare experiences and share their 

knowledge with the overall aim of compiling 

useful advice for policymakers and 

practitioners planning future projects.  

 

Speakers:  

Savita Custead, CEO, British Natural History 

Consortium; Jamie Gallagher, PhD Student, 

University of Glasgow; Debbie Syrop, Project 

Manager, science made simple  

 

 

14.00 

   

Refreshments  

 

 



14.30 

(1 hr 15 

mins) 

Parallel 

sessions 

(choose 

one of five) 

Dialogue LIVE!  

 

DO IT 

 

Dialogue LIVE! offers science 

communicators the opportunity to 

explore the benefits, value and barriers 

of public dialogue and experience first-

hand knowledge of „real-life‟ 

participants‟ experience as they are 

taken through a simulation training kit. 

This session will also highlight the skills 

that are needed for successful 

dialogue delivery. It aims to provide 

you with „take-away‟ learning by 

equipping you with the knowledge and 

understanding to successfully use the 

training kit in your own organisation. 

 

Speakers:  

Edward Andersson, Deputy Director, 

Involve; Daniel Start, Dialogue 

Engagement Specialist, Sciencewise-

ERC; Suzannah Landsdell, Dialogue 

Engagement Specialist, Sciencewise-

ERC 

 

Chair: Roland Jackson, Executive 

Chair, Sciencewise-ERC 

Asking for evidence: What do people ask 

and how should we respond?  

 

DISCUSS IT 

 

Making sense of news on research 

findings ranging from genetic markers for 

cancer, effects of cycle helmets on 

accident rates, through to mitigating 

climate change is not easy.  

Medical research charities and other 

scientific organisations are exploring new 

ways of communicating with the public: 

developing lay summaries and 

responding directly to public requests. 

The “Ask for evidence” campaign was 

piloted in 2012 to help people ask 

companies, government bodies, 

scientists, politicians, journalists and 

advertisers for evidence to back up 

scientific and medical claims – holding 

organisations to account.  

But how should science communicators 

respond to requests for evidence from 

the public?  Is there a danger of 

information overload causing more 

confusion than clarity?  

The panel will discuss the importance of 

communicating not only „what we 

know?‟ but also „how we know it?‟, „how 

good is the evidence?‟ and „how certain 

are we?‟. 

 

Speakers:  
Jennie Evans, Press Officer, Society for 

Endocrinology; Chris Flower, Director-

General, Cosmetic, Toiletry and 

Perfumery Association; Síle Lane, Director 

of Campaigns, Sense About Science 

 

Chair: Simon Denegri: Chair, Involve 

 

 

Working with arts festivals  

 

DISCOVER IT 

 

This session opens the door to allow you to 

personally and professionally develop 

through interacting with arts festivals; a lively 

and diverse creative sector that lives on its 

wits and has to embrace new opportunities 

whenever they arise. This community has not 

engaged particularly often or concertedly 

with science in the past but its representative 

body the British Arts Festivals Association has 

now strongly signalled its ambition to work 

with science communicators, not just those 

associated with festivals, but all who can 

enhance their mission and programming. 

This session will give the science 

communication community, in dialogue with 

arts professionals, an opportunity to co-

create a mutually supportive, resource and 

expertise-rich collaborative enterprise with a 

potential national impact, not just in science 

hot spots, but across the UK. 

 

Speakers: 

Ellen Dowell, Curator of Einstein's Garden, 

The Green Man Festival; Donna Renney, 

CEO, Cheltenham Festivals; Rosie Turner, 

Chair, British Arts Festival Association; Andrea 

Sella, EPSRC Senior Media Fellow, UCL; Jen 

Wong, Creative Director, Guerrilla Science 

 

Moderator: Frank Burnet, Science Strand 

Coordinator; Canterbury Arts Festival 



  Developing sustainable science 

communication enterprises  

 

DISCOVER IT 

 

Does your project have the potential to 

become a sustainable enterprise such 

as a spin-out from a HEI, an 

independently-funded consultancy, or 

a „community interest company‟? In 

this session you can pick up some top 

tips from science communication 

professionals who attended Wellcome 

Trust‟s School of Social Entrepreneurs 

Trading for Sustainability training 

course.  Explore different approaches 

to establishing a sustainable enterprise, 

based on the experiences of those on 

the course and discuss how funders 

can best support sustainable projects 

that provide opportunities for 

researchers to engage with public 

audiences. 

 

Speakers:  
Emma Mortoo, Director of Learning, 

School for Social Entrepreneurs; Kay 

Yeoman, Senior Lecturer, UEA; Heather 

Rea, Public Engagement Group, 

University of Edinburgh; Phil Smith, 

Coordinator, Teacher Scientist Network; 

Sophia Collins, Freelancer 

 

Chair: Chloe Sheppard, Wellcome Trust 

Young (science) apprentice  

 

DISCOVER IT 

 

Science centres and museums play a key 

role within cities across the UK, acting as 

hubs for a variety of science-related 

activities for many different audiences. 

This session will showcase three very 

different young people's development 

schemes and explore what more can be 

done to encourage young people into 

learning, science and cultural careers. 

Explore how the National Space 

Academy at the National Space Centre 

in Leicester, the Cultural and Heritage 

Venue Operations Apprenticeships at the 

Science Museum in London Science and 

Heritage Career Ladder at Thinktank, use 

these three programmes to offer varying 

levels of training, employment and 

accreditation for local young people. 

 

Speakers: 

Kierann Shah, Regional Project Manager, 

National Space Centre; Anthony 

Richards, Galleries Development 

Manager Science Museum; Kenny 

Webster, Learning and Operations 

Manager, Thinktank  

 

Chair: Penny Fidler, Association for 

Science and Discovery Centres 

 

   

16.00 

 

 

 

 

 

17.00 

 To kick off the party, Laura Youngson explains all the physics you can learn with a pint. Unwind your mind after a hard day's thinking 

with a beer (sponsored by Wychwood Brewery) and discover all the physics you can learn from a pint. Did you know about the 

connection between radioactive decay and the head of a beer? No? Well, you soon will as you sip, sup and spurt out fresh 

physics facts to impress your newly-made Conference friends.  

 

Drinks reception 

 



Friday 17 May  
 

Time Session type Session description 

08:30  Registration and refreshments  

 

09:30 

(60 

mins) 

Conference 

plenary  

 

W(h)ither the future of science communication? 

Where are we heading? Let our panellists share with you their vision for the future, find out what we can learn from the sector‟s recent 

history, and what trends can we extrapolate into the near future?  

 

Speakers: Gail Cardew, Chair, ESOF; Jon Drori, Director, Changing Media Development Ltd; 

 

Chair: Timandra Harkness, science writer, broadcaster and comedian 

 

 

  

 

 

10.30 

(60 

mins) 

Parallel 

sessions 

(choose one  

of three) 

The challenges of measuring informal 

science learning 

DISCUSS IT 

 

The Wellcome Trust Review of Informal 

Learning examines the informal 

science learning sector in the UK and 

its value to science education. The 

two reports, from GHK Consulting and 

from Stanford and Oregon State 

Universities, were published alongside 

a commentary from Wellcome Trust 

responding to the review that 

highlighted evaluation as one of the 

key challenges for the sector, 

suggesting that “there might be a 

more sophisticated approach to 

evaluation such as greater sharing of 

results, identification of a common set 

of related proximal and distal 

indicators of impact, and working with 

other sectors to test alternative 

methods.” This session summarises the 

Review, with input from practitioners 

about the implications for their work, 

the challenge of measurement and 

explores how we can better share 

One message, many voices  

 

DISCUSS IT 

 

During media frenzies over Fukushima, swine 

flu, volcanic ash, e.coli outbreaks and so on, 

government departments and arm‟s length 

agencies tend to favour fewer voices in the 

media, communicating one clear and 

agreed message. However the hungry 24 

hour news beast, and journalists who are 

naturally sceptical of official advice, prefer a 

plethora of expert opinion and seek out 

experts who disagree with the official line.   

Should science communicators be fighting 

to get one clear and consistent message out 

there at times of great public confusion, or 

should we encourage a range of different 

voices, and allow for conflicting opinions to 

be aired? Join this lively debate to address 

issues such as: Who should communicate 

messages and how? What are the dangers 

of getting it wrong? And with the internet, 

can you ever prevent the public from 

receiving mixed messages? 

 

Speakers: 

How not to present science  

 

DO IT 

 

Join us for a masterclass in public dis-

engagement as we explore the various ways 

you can alienate your audience, commit 

crimes of mass boredom and cause more 

harm than good. A fast-paced multimedia 

approach involving live re-enactment, video 

and some quite probably inappropriate 

powerpoint. We will dissect some of the most 

effective ways to distract your audience 

and destroy any interest in your subject. This 

practical session will provide you with all the 

tools you need to fail to get your message 

across. Although a humorous session 

containing parody and satire, a serious 

message lies behind with an aim to increase 

the quality of our presentation skills and 

stagecraft, led by a number of seasoned 

scicomm performers with experience of 

related disciplines such as theatre, magic 

and stand-up.  

 

Speakers: 

Matt Pritchard, Science Communicator, 



results and best practice. 

 

Speakers: 

Stephanie Sinclair, Project Manager, 

Education, Wellcome Trust; Rachel 

Haydon, Real World Science National 

Programme Developer Natural History 

Museum 

 

Chair: Penny Fidler, Association for 

Science and Discovery Centres 

Pallab Ghosh, Science Correspondent, BBC; 

Fiona Fox, Director, Science Media Centre 

 

Chair: Adrian Bull, Director of External 

Relations, National Nuclear Laboratory 

Science Magic Shows; James Piercy, 

Science Communicator, science made 

simple; Elin Roberts, Head of Public 

Engagement, Centre for Life 

 

 

 

11.30  Refreshments   

 

12.00 

(60 

mins) 

 

Parallel 

sessions 

(choose one 

of three) 

 

Bridging theory with practice  

 

DISCUSS IT 

 

Is there an unhelpful divide emerging 

between those who research science 

communication and those who 

practice it? Hear from both camps 

and discuss how we can work better 

together.  

 

Speakers:  

Helen Featherstone, Project Manager 

(Public Engagement), Exeter University 

Brigitte Nerlich, Professor of Science, 

Language and Society, University of 

Nottingham University 

 

Chair: Paul Manners, Director, National 

Coordinating Centre for Public 

Engagement  

 

 

Citizen science  

 

DISCOVER IT 

 

Using a few examples of citizen science, 

delegates will explore how to measure the 

success of citizen science and what aspects 

of a citizen science project can improve the 

effectiveness of science communication. 

Case studies include; Ashtag smartphone 

app launched in 2012 to monitor the spread 

of Ash dieback and allow conservationists to 

target infected areas, Conker tree science 

project to monitor the spread and damage 

caused to horse chestnut trees by an 

invasive moth and the protection against 

this alien species provided by native 

predators. 

 

Speakers: 

Helen Roy, Ecological Entomologist, Centre 

for Ecology and Hydrology; Michael Pocock, 

Centre for Ecology and Hydrology; 

Toby Hammond, University of East Anglia; 

Linda Davies, Director, OPAL 

 

Chair: Katherine Mathieson, Director of 

Education,  British Science Association 

 

 

Evaluating online engagement: practical 

and critical  

 

DO IT  

 

A practical demonstration of the ten tools 

used to evaluate I‟m a Scientist, while 

looking to the newly emerging field of alt 

metrics for guidelines. From web metrics to 

semantic analysis, from widening 

participation measures to twitter network 

analysis. We'll look at every step and discuss 

the other ways communicators and 

researchers are measuring similar things. 

 

Speakers:  

Shane McCracken, Co-founder Gallomanor 

Communications Ltd; Rosie Schultz, I'm a 

Scientist; Marie Boran, PhD Student, Digital 

Enterprise Research Institute Chair 

 

Chair:  Padraig Murphy, Researcher, Dublin 

City University 

 



13.00 

 

13.30 

 Lunch  

 

Lunchtime optional drop-in Science soapbox – come along to hear five delegates talk for five minutes each about their projects 

 

14.00 

(1 hour 

15 mins) 

Parallel 

sessions 

(choose one 

of five) 

Engaging visitors through scientific 

discovery  

 

DISCOVER IT 

 

Research into how children approach 

science is beginning to show that they 

start thinking in a scientific way much 

earlier than was once thought, and 

that they begin to make decisions 

about whether they are „sciencey‟ 

people at an early age too. This 

session looks at recent research in this 

area and at how a science centre has 

exploited these and other findings to 

create an engaging exhibition that 

encourages visitors to employ the kind 

of thinking that underpins science, 

helping people think rather than telling 

them what to think. 

 

Speakers:  

Andy Lloyd, Head of Special Projects 

Centre for Life; Jennifer DeWitt, 

Research Associate, King's College; 

Natasha Kirkham, Lecturer in 

Psychology, Centre for Brain and 

Cognitive Development, Birkbeck 

University of London. 

 

Chair: Ian Simmons, Science 

Communication Director, Centre for 

Life 

 

Keep calm and carry on: Practical tips on 

how to cope when public events go wrong  

 

DO IT 

 

Anyone who has organised events knows 

that things go wrong, no matter how 

experienced you are or how meticulous your 

planning. When you combine people, the 

weather, public transport and AV facilities 

you don't need to be a genius to see there is 

the potential for problems. You need to be 

part control freak and part gloomy pessimist 

in order to help you prepare for the 

unexpected and have a fixed smile like a 

synchronised swimmer! This session shows you 

how to identify when it is feasible to go 

ahead with an event and when it is better to 

cancel; how to minimise the risk of common 

problems occurring, and how to remain 

level-headed and professional at the event 

itself. Learn a range of tactics for coping, 

and gain the reassurance that you won't be 

the first or the last person to encounter a 

particular problem.  

 

Speakers:  

Kay Miller, Group Head of Membership 

Activities, Biochemical Society; Sarah 

Norcross, Director, Progress Educational 

Trust; Becky Purvis, Head of Policy, 
Association of Medical Research Charities 

 

Chair: Timandra Harkness, science writer, 

broadcaster and comedian 

 

UNCONFERENCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Inclusive initiatives 

 

DISCOVER IT 

 

Explore a range of case studies each 

running activities targeted at 

audiences which are traditionally 

underrepresented.  

 

Speakers: 

Sharmila Metcalf, Nuffield Foundation 

Tamara Bennett, Media Manager, 

British Heart Foundation 

 

Chair: Karen Folkes, Deputy Head, 

Science and Society, BIS 

 

 

 

 

Working with business  

 

DISCUSS IT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.15 Conference 

plenary 

Closing session  

 

16.00  End of conference 

 


